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The seaweeds of rocky shores of Northern Arabian Sea is diverse in its nature and due to 
diversity in the floral community, the Karachi coast acquires a diversity in its components of 
faunal community. These seaweeds are the primary production source on rocky shores. 

Seaweeds embed different coloured pigments which impart colours when sunlight reflects 
the surface and surface appears green, brown and red. There are about 90 species of green 
algae, 14 species of brown algae and 18 species of red algae covering the rocky shores of 
Karachi coast. 

The constantly moving green, brown or red seaweed is heavily colonised by epifauna like 
amphipods, isopods, copepods, tanaids, bryozoans, coelentrates, bivalves, nudibranchs, 
gastropods, annelids, echinoderms, etc. The fauna which houses the flora acquires two main 
varieties i.e., casual and permanent. ' 

Besides feeding, weeds provide shelter for crawling or moving animals during low tide 
period e.g.: crabs, brittle stars, annelids etc. It also helps organisms to camouflage when in 

1 danger. 




